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The teacher 
CHAPTER II 
HISTORY OF MABEL HILL 
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Ni nety three year old Mabel Hill became a school teacher 
in the Fall of 1919. She had just graduated from Dodge City 
Hi gh School in May of 1919 . She applied to the Ford county 
Superintendent, Edna Cobb, and was hired "young and green." 
After being hired without an interview, she began teaching in 
a one-room schoolhouse in Ford County. Miss Hill actually 
taught in two one-room schoolhouses in Ford County , Anarco-
Wilburn District 38 and Sears-Royal center District 15. 
While teaching at the Anarco-Wilburn School, Miss Hill 
was paid a salary o f $50.00 per month. She lived with a 
family residi ng one quarter of a mile from the school and 
paid them $25.00 per month f or room and board. This included 
meals eaten with the family and a room of her own. The 
County Superi ntendent visited Miss Hill's c lassroom only two 
or t hree times per year. On one o f her visits , Miss Hill 
remembers Mrs. Cobb s aying , "If all teaching could be like 
this , it would be a pleasure ." Miss Hill was very proud of 
that memory . One school b oard meeting was held at the 
school-house each year . Miss Hill made sure the lesson plans 
were out where everyone could see them , the room was 
spotless, and the curtains were clean and white . 
After teaching one year at Anarco-Wi lburn , Miss Hill 
wanted to be paid $100.00 per month. She applied f or a 
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r,. position in a one-room schoolhouse and was hired . With her 
new salary of $100.00 per month, she became the teacher at 
the sears-Royal center District 15 School. She lived with 
another host family and paid them $25.00 per month for room 
and board with the same arrangements as before with the first 
host family . 
During the summer months Miss Hill attended summer 
school at Emporia Teacher's College. She spent ten summers 
and received her Bachelor of Science in Education , July 28, 
1933. Later in her teaching career, in 1940, she completed 
her Master of Arts Degree from George Peabody College for 
Teachers in Nashville, Tennessee. She spent approximately 
four summers to complete that degree, going on the bus each 
summer to Nashville. She also successfully completed the 
course of The Reading Laboratory Institute at the George 
Peabody College for Teachers in 1939 . 
Mabel Hill's responsibilities as the one-room 
schoolhouse teacher were numerous. She took great pride in 
keeping the room clean. Every weekend she would take the 
curtains home, wash and press them to hang up for the next 
week. The curtains were white, and she believed they should 
always be white. All cleaning was done by her. It was her 
job to clean the entire room; floor, windows, chalkboards, 
stove, and furniture. supplies were furnished by the school 
district, but the task of cleaning was the responsibility of 
the teacher. 
Another responsibility of Miss Hill's was to keep the 
6 
room warm in the colder weather. She kept the stove burning 
continuously throughout the winter months. Every night 
before going home, she would bring in the cobs to burn for 
the next day. The cobs were stacked outside the school and 
were furnished by the school district. It was her 
responsibility to try to keep a dry supply ready for the next 
day. 
Hiss Hill's responsibilities concerning the actual 
teaching of the students were to write lesson plans, make any 
supplies needed, grade students' work, send a report card 
home to parents, and follow the designated curriculum for 
each grade level. The lesson plans contained every objective 
she wanted the child to learn from that particular lesson. 
Miss Hill was a firm believer in flash cards. Any flash 
cards used in the classroom were made by her. The school 
district supplied the teacher with the paper, a paper cutter, 
and her grade book and report cards. Most supplies used in 
teaching were teacher-made. 
The most important responsibility to a one-room 
schoolhouse teacher was to keep the children safe. Hiss Hill 
believed if a child felt safe and secure in their 
environment, he could learn efficiently and enjoy the process 
of learning. 
Miss Hill believed in strong discipline in her 
classroom. Parents helped with any problems because of their 
belief that the teacher was always right. If a minor rule 
was broken such as talking or not staying in your seat, a 
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ruler was used to hit the palm of the student's hand. Miss 
Hill could not remember any spankings given or ever needing 
the help of the superintendent for discipline problems. 
Material rewards were not used by Miss Hill. She didn't give 
prizes for math races because she believed students should do 
things for the fun, not for a prize they might win. Miss 
Hill did give her children storybooks as a gift, but not as a 
discipline type of reward. 
The lifestyle of a one-room schoolhouse teacher was very 
quiet and low key. Her days consisted of teaching, living 
with a host family, and paying for her room and board. she 
rarely went to town shopping as most of her weekends were 
spent on schoolwork. 
Miss Hill took pride in the children's behavior and the 
looks of her classroom. She is very proud of herself in the 
profession of teaching because she was always doing her best 
for the children. She wanted to please the parents, and she 
thought it was their backing that made the children want to 
learn and have fun. 
The students 
The students in a one-room schoolhouse had to be more 
patient and independent than students in school today. In 
both schoolhouses there were grades one through eight. 
Students learned to be patient and independent because of the 
availability of the teacher. Miss Hill was not always able 
to give a student adequate attention due to so many grade 
,.. levels in one classroom. Therefore, students adapted to the 
learning situation . After eighth grade, the students would 
pass on to the Dodge City High School were the classes were 
more traditional. 
The students were responsible to bring pencils, paper, 
and a large tablet to school as their school supplies. 
crayolas were also brought by most students but not 
mandatory. 
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The rules of conduct in the classroom were similar to 
those of today. Rules were no fighting, stay in your seat, 
raise your hand to be called on, and no talking during times 
set forth by the teacher. Miss Hill couldn't remember very 
many times rules were broken, and there was absolutely no 
fighting. Because of the parental support, bringing homework 
back to class was also not a problem . 
The family s tructure was very supportive of the school. 
The traditional family usually consisted of two married 
parents, two to f our children residing in the home, and these 
people being white, middle class Americans. These students 
were curious and wanted to learn. Miss Hill attributes this 
to the parents. Parents read themselves and to their 
children. They were interested in what went on at school, 
and they would help the teacher in any way possible. Miss 
Hill described some parents as being "pushy", meaning they 
pushed their children to be the best student they could be at 
school. She remembered mothers being right back of them in 
everything they did. one mother was in a wheelchair, but she 
came to school and helped whenever possible. Her disability 
didn't stop her from being a concerned, active, and caring 
parent. 
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Being country children, in Miss Hill's opinion, helped 
them to be more responsible. The children always had chores 
to do at home and that helped to keep them out of trouble. 
Families also spent time together at night playing board 
games, such as Checkers, and reading. The family time was 
not in competition with the television or electronic games as 
they weren't invented yet. Hobbies of the children reflected 
this aspect. Both girls and boys crocheted, knitted, and 
tatted. 
IM. curriculum 
The curriculum was basically the same for Miss Hill in 
both one-room schoolhouses. The subject of Reading was the 
most important to her. She believed in reading orally to the 
children, and fairy tales such as Cinderella were her 
favorites. Also just as important was the parents reading 
their favorite stories and fairy tales to the children at 
home . The students spent time in school reading orally and 
silently. Miss Hill used flash cards for the students to 
learn the sight words. Each grade level, with the exception 
of first grade, had their own textbooks. Although Miss Hill 
didn't use the McGuffy Readers, she remembered her mother 
telling of using them herself as a student. The first 
graders spent most of the school year learning letters and 
r-,. 
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words, and they used flash cards a large amount of the time. 
Reading was very important to Miss Hill and she spent a great 
deal of the morning on this subject. 
A textbook was also used in Mathematics. The only 
memory of teaching Math by Miss Hill was the making of flash 
cards and using them for combinations and separations. 
Friday afternoons were used for ciphers, math races, on the 
blackboard as a way to review what had been learned that 
week. 
The other core subjects in the curriculum were Spelling, 
English, and Handwriting. Spelling, as a subject, consisted 
of learning to spell a list of words each week. Handwriting 
was a page of copy work each week to improve the student's 
handwriting. The subject of English, taught using a 
textbook, centered mostly on the grammar aspect of the 
English language. Miss Hill did not recall having students 
write creatively. She did remember teaching the correct form 
in writing friendly and business letters. 
History and Science were not taught as part of the 
curriculum during the 1920 1 s. Miss Hill remembered telling 
stories about events that had happened in history, but she 
didn't teach social studies as a subject in school. Many of 
the historical stories were used as part of the Reading 
curriculum. Science was definitely not a favored subject 
area by Miss Hill. She did not teach anything that dealt 
with the science field. 
Two other curriculum areas sometimes taught in the one-
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,.._ room schoolhouse were Music and Physical Education. Music 
was usually taught by another teacher that traveled from 
school to school in the county. Miss Hill didn't like to 
sing or teach music, but if she needed to get ready for a 
play or program she would. Having a music teacher come into 
her classroom was a great asset, as well as having an organ 
in her classroom. The subject of Physical Education was not 
taught in the classroom. No Health education was taught by 
Miss Hill. She considered the P.E. class the same as the 
recess time. Physical Education to Miss Hill was not a class 
to be taught, but it was just a play time for the students. 
Art was taught periodically in the classroom. various 
media were used such as crayolas and paints. The paints used 
were water colors located in a long box with six to eight 
different colors. Most of the art projects were connected to 
holidays or programs to be put on for parents. Miss Hill 
didn't feel it necessary to spend much time on art. There 
were other subjects that were much more important. 
The evaluative methods used by Miss Hill were basic and 
simple. She gave a test to the students at the end of the 
units taught. She also observed the student's work and 
behavior in the classroom. Because of the many different 
levels of students in her classroom, she needed written 
assignments to verify exactly what the students had learned. 
Many of the older students worked with the younger students 
if needed, especially in Reading . Miss Hill had her own 
method of Peer Helpers back in the 1920's . Grades on the 
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~ report card sent home to parents were only in Reading, Math, 
English, Spelling, and Handwriting. Miss Hill thought 
Reading, English, and Math were the subjects worthy of 
grades. 
The facilities 
Mabel Hill taught in two one-room schoolhouses . The 
first schoolhouse was the Anarco-Wilburn School in District 
38 of Ford county. This school is located approximately 
fourteen miles southwest of Dodge City in the Wilburn 
Township. The school grounds consisted of the schoolhouse 
building and a large area of grass with no trees for shade. 
The second one-room schoolhouse Miss Hill taught in was the 
Sears-Royal Center School in District 15 of Ford county. 
This school is located eight miles west of Dodge City south 
of the railroad tracks along Highway 50. The sears-Royal 
Center School had the schoolhouse and large area of grass for 
the students to play, but this school also had a stable. 
Both of these one-room schoolhouse began around the late 
1890's. The Anarco-Wilburn School was the most recent being 
built in 1899. 
The internal furnishings of both schoolhouses were very 
similar. These furnishings included the students' desk, 
teacher's desk, one large chalkboard, a stove, and a 
recitation bench. A closet was also used to keep the 
teacher's supplies. The only other storage space being 
shelves on which to store books, supplies, and lunch pails. 
I"" The teacher's desk was similar to the desks used now, 
complete with the drawers. The students' desks were just a 
tabletop on which to write and a chair. The chalkboard was 
located at the front of the room beside the teacher's desk. 
13 
A recitation bench was used by the teacher to have the 
students sit and recite memory work. It was usually located 
at the front of the room beside the teacher's desk and in 
front of the chalkboard. In order to keep warm in the colder 
weather, a stove was a permanent fixture of the schoolhouse. 
Both schoolhouses that Miss Hill taught had a stove located 
at the back of the room. An organ was located at the Sears-
Royal center School. 
External furnishings were very limited at both 
schoolhouses. At the Sears-Royal Center School a stable was 
located behind the school. outhouses were also located 
behind the schools with both boys and girls restrooms intact. 
Swings and Teeter Totters were the playground equipment for 
the younger students. A large grassy area was used by all 
the students to play various games. This playground area 
complete with equipment was located behind both schoolhouses. 
In the front of the schoolhouse was a place to tie up horses 
either ridden or used to drive a cart. These were driven by 
students or visitors to the schoolhouse. 
The maintenance of the outside of the building was the 
responsibility of the Ford county School District. A yearly 
cleaning and monthly stocking up of the cobs to burn in the 
stove were the two main tasks of this maintenance. All of 
"""- the maintenance of the internal furnishings of the 
schoolhouse was the responsibility of the teacher. 
School year 
The school year lasted from September until May. 
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School convened after Labor Day and ended before Memorial 
Day. The Christmas vacation was the only extended vacation 
of the school year, and it lasted approximately two weeks . 
The lone vacation in the spring was one day off for Easter. 
School days cancelled because of weather were not made up by 
the school. Miss Hill remarked that the students didn't want 
school to be out in May. She felt it was the parents support 
that produced this attitude of the students. 
Miss Hill had several holiday celebrations during the 
year. At Christmas time, a program was performed by the 
students for the parents. Halloween was celebrated with a 
costume party. Thanksgiving was observed with a Pilgrim 
play, and Easter with an Easter egg hunt. 
One special program was produced every year by the 
students for the community. This program was a play 
performed on a stage made in the classroom by the students. 
Music was also a part of this program. 
The end-of-the-year activities consisted of a picnic on 
the last day of school in May. Miss Hill couldn't recall any 
type of graduation ceremony for the eighth graders going on 
to the high school. The picnic lasted most of the day with 
everyone bringing a basket dinner . A long table was full of 
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r" food and everyone had fun playing games after eating lunch. 
This involved the people in the community as well as parents 
and grandparents. 
The school day for the students started at 8:30 A.M. and 
dismissed at 4:00 P.M. Miss Hill arrived at the schoolhouse 
at around 8:00 A.H. Her first tasks were to get the lesson 
plans out and stir up the fire in the stove if needed. Next 
she put any work for the day on the chalkboard. 
School started promptly at 8:30 A. H. with the Flag 
Salute followed by the Lord's Prayer . The first subject 
taught in the morning was Reading . Miss Hill always read 
aloud to story to the students to start the day. The kids 
loved being read to, and she felt this was important to them 
to learn the love of reading. Hiss Hill couldn't recall the 
name of the textbooks used in Reading, but she did use them 
for grades two through eight. The first graders used other 
methods to learn the alphabet and used flash cards to learn 
sight words. oral and silent reading were a large part of 
the reading lesson. 
Spelling was taught following Reading, again using 
flash cards to learn their designated word list for the week. 
Sometimes on Friday afternoon the students would have Spell 
Downs, or Spelling Bees. This was always a fun way to review 
the Spelling words and to learn new ones, according to Hiss 
Hill. 
English was the last subject of the morning . using a 
textbook, the students were taught the rules of grammar in 
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English and some techniques in writing letters. 
Lunch was a relaxing time. Each student would bring his 
or her lunch pail from home. Lunch was eaten inside the 
classroom as there were no trees for shade outside. Miss 
Hill remembered an event of an eighth grade boy eating his 
sisters' lunches. She felt sorry for him because she didn't 
think the mother had sent enough food for a growing boy, so 
she did punish the boy. Miss Hill ended up giving him some of 
her lunch instead of punishment. 
Recess followed lunch and lasted about thirty minutes. 
The younger students played on the swings and Teeter Totters. 
Games such as Annie over, Football, and Kickball were played 
by the older students. 
Mathematics was the first subject of the afternoon. 
Flash cards were used for the basic facts. Math problems 
were copied onto the tablet from textbooks. Students 
sometimes worked on the chalkboard, but no slates were used. 
Miss Hill remarked that the students were anxious to learn 
their arithmetic. sometimes on Friday afternoon the class 
would have ciphers on the chalkboards. Miss Hill recalled 
one girl in particular that was especially fast at her math. 
She attributed that to her parents attitude at home toward 
the importance of knowing mathematics facts. 
Handwriting class was copying a page of printed words 
and letters in order to improve the students' handwriting. 
More time was spent with the younger children on this 
subject. 
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I"' School was dismissed at 4:00 P.H. There were no extra-
curricular activities for the students. Miss Hill did not 
remember keeping any children after school to do any extra 
school work. Absenteeism was not a problem in either school. 
The parents wanted their children in school, and the children 
wanted to be there. If any child became sick during the day 
one of the older students would go for help at the nearest 
home. Parents and adults in the community were glad to help 
in any way they were needed. Miss Hill really appreciated 
that, as she was the only adult at the schoolhouse and 
couldn't leave the children for any reason. 
Transportation 
The transportation to and from school was limited for 
both the students and the teacher. Miss Hill Lived about one 
quarter of a mile from the one-room schoolhouse of which she 
was employed. She walked every day that the weather would 
permit her to walk. on the days of inclement weather, her 
host family would provide her transportation in their horse-
driven cart. Students used three different methods of 
transportation to arrive at school. Most students walked or 
rode horses, but some older students were allowed to drive a 
cart pulled by a horse. The cart was used in cases where 
there were more than two or three children in the family, and 
an older child can manage the horse and cart. 
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Reflections 
Mabel Hill couldn't recall any exceptional success 
stories of her students. She felt they were all successful 
in some way. When asked if any unusual circumstances 
happened; she didn't remember any animal stories but did 
recall some storms. In the one-room schoolhouse there was no 
telephone and no shelter for the children to go to in case of 
a storm. one afternoon a man stopped by the school to warn 
them of a tornado sighted in the area. The children were 
very scared and just hovered around Miss Hill like chicks 
around the mother hen. In those instances the word would 
spread by helpful adults and parents. Parents would come 
immediately to get their children. She didn't recall any 
blizzards occurring while the children were at school. The 
parents would keep their children at home if there was a 
chance of snowstorm that day. Parents were very protective. 
